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CHAPTER XVIL

A Palr of Thieves,
Twe men, 1ate on thet Pebruncy af
ternoon, wore hastesiing esgerly along
convergiug tea 1o ths hachelor

To

Was

nome of Bruxton Sands, One
TAen-

'a hirueelf. The other wusn

ton

ant Btz of Hewdquerters
Byvery detall o the  mlillonatre's
sulte In the St Darnabas aud of his

private room In the Bowlihg Gresn of-

fice was known to Iiritz even more
minutely than to the owner That
had beor awong the ocarly petlvities
of the sieitth In lor with thoe
cane e was ahle o asstre himseelt,
therefore. tnat no tuatter how much
Sands migW! scmire the Msaharanee
dlumend. especially when It enclreled

the wlilte throut of the wealthy widow
it would he notzensical slppose
thls adrmalration could descend (1o cov
etoustess.  Clonrely, Dritz was in some
sort of blind &lley

As the twao men Ieft thelr ofices al
most to the minnte, Weitz,  many
Liveks ahead of Sands, had arrived ut

the St Barnabuas befors the million-
a.re turned the Grace chinreh bend in
Brosdwey Sands® man, when the

cdotective aunounced e wak thers lor
an loportant falk with the mililon-
aire, admiited Britz readily to Sanmds’
eulie

Britz, siiting In a great lenther
prmehalr in an attiinde of sybaritic
ense, chose i panatoln from bis rocket
case, und then, with his pyes fixeid on
the velling and his hands clasped at
the back of b= neck, he gave himself

5

up to as many moments of uninter
rupted thought as the nonarrival of
the unconstious hogt would permfit
e tiad resched a point in hiz medita
tions that for un instant soemed (o
upen a way lor an explanation, for
whirh he lad come te sec Sands,
when o falnt rustling in the adjolning

roomn reached his nente ear

A rihlon of light between
portieres of Moorleh leather gave pis-
giage 1o his glunee

mhtlued

11» gaw a shadow

flurter at a fay window anid, ih the
nest Instunt, reapldly aod noiselesely,
he had sitd out of the armchale untll
he wis on hls Kknees on the rug e
hind the shelter of a Hbrary table
piled Tigh with books  Inch by inch,
eciniiless, Britz Hfted oone Knee untll
hiz oot restedd firmly on tha floor;
fneh by inch, #t111 witheont @ spund, he

raleed the other, When he v f

on his feet, bt Ina cronching attitnde

he listl walked, halt erawled, around
thie table by the longer way, 1until he
wWas clowe to the portiere birity wias
too el ia rleourh 1o moake the mistake
< loakireg atwenn the porileg o
Bet a o eflmpse o e innier r It
Wil f L« I progratm o L q 1
1ir i " Y i .. Tath -
114 i 1 Iy o Jiia
ClUTICh L t h
to thoe miliu I " Ten I
OWn—"'0 su\ thd f Vi '
Wr I v titihl in 1
the head 1 nodld not wasfe
n Biie 5 e I e
Wi 1 tdl hiear whuy was gr-
lnz m W he took the readiest
T of dofng ke Instead of rivking
the « r heliie seeh hetwoen the
I ing of the porilerss, he plerced
with his soar! nin tiny hols in the
lentt eirtaln belind which he stood,
TR H¥ it one exe closely, he could
gve thie whola Inoper room. It was the
milibouadre’s bodroom, #nd he ocom-
tanbided evervttilue except the angle
fn which wis eget the window where
he had glinipsed the shudow A slight-
I¥ mors vigorous twist or two of tho
pin enlprged the mleroscopica: aper
turs. <o that he could gee even that
detall of the interlor. Hritz almost
grirted with satlyfuctlon at what he
witpssged In the next few lputes
Ths shadow man was still at the win
dow, futweiag, flitting 1w wnd fro,
rlutng and falllng It e=ouched oat-
yide the window in s#uch » way =88
shawed Prlte It was on o fire socspe
ar a bndeohy of some gort Flie risat-
I'ng sound Inerexged, and It wal toe
iowed by u Nl "cheeg ilea n ppa2e
row 8 call, A utecond slisdow Uittered
from a psint ahova the windew nd
mel'e] inem the owtiines of the flist,
Thes came o slightly rasping sound,
anid the lowee emsll, Britz  nodeed,
tre Ity well nigh Inipemeptitis
degraes the spsh was Hited. The next
fustent two mien Dolsele -
thezen ves to the fooer and |
hoatily atmat the room.  Higs v
the swift leak, thoy tiptosd -
walls from right 1o lefl, one o
wioanped t u chiffontler, the aother «

tinweld hls lttle journey of Investiga-

tlen until he arrived a1 the portierecs
Then I' was thut Hritz  held hia
kreath He held it Tor seconds that
Enemad 0= todion mrs, while the
nearer of the st vidlipra, wepa
rotod Tre hime only Wy the thickness
of tha legtd peeraid through  the
pasting betweaen the curtalns intn the
bMbenry wheope thiee dotective stood
sritz Lol not chtnined & good view
af the intruder's face, for It wite half
! e by o lowen fald of the turban
v hls head  that ndirdated the
grranger’s opulionalily firite's Y eR
il were fixed st tha  hole, and
py  that tima  ‘he  sirahger  wosd
out of his line af vislon. Had
sucli not Luen ihe ecpge, It s
peumible  ‘uat  even  the imper-
murbeble  Britz wonld bave moved
wt least 1o tho ertent of a swift reswch
to u elde pocket In hls codt For It
was aboul af evil & countengnes as

one conld
pave under the

expeot ta ues anywhere,
shudow of the pallows,
In 1t rasncity, ferncity, blood thirst]
nets wnd eruwity of eveary degres
spake loudly If thot sivago face hod

advanced an lpch or two nearer, thooo

'
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BHnky orr w0 gaon the mion
fraem 10! v o shrank Into
bimse.! L hilnd tia ter of the pro:
tecting sirip of lewiher But 1t did
not, upd nfter o lelsurely survey of

e luterior, the Orlental reluried W

| tha other end of the !nner room and
| refained hig companion,

Hardly had Britz begun to let the
alr seep out of his lunga, apd befors
ko had Indulged In the luxury of an

l

e e—eeeee .

poctation of &n 1gnotie end, They fol:
lowed Hritz with thelr Joint gazo as
he paced up and down tha roem, Loth
pitifully watchiul, and manifestly
most wholesomely afrald.

“You saw part of what thess chups
wera dolng, Mr. Bande" sald Btz
“hut what you saw was ounly tho last

| of ft. 1 want to tell you the way they

intake of breath, when he became an |

intereated spectator in the gentleman.

Iy art of searching A& Kgentlsman's
room, The Central oMoe mMan Wae o
Vidoeq. It s doubtful if he hed even

went through thls room was amuzing
I hope you didm't lose many wvelu
inbles.”

Hunds, in hls slow wayv, assured the
detective that It was not likely the
gearchers had  found anything he
would miles very greatly; but the
Headguarters man was not sutiefied

The mystery of the provoeding he
was feclined to think, did not boglh
and end with tha Orlentals It wes

possible, of courks. they had searelied
Sands’ roon: s'mply s & matter of
routinn In the same way that at the

| first opportunity they probably wou'd

read Poo's story of “Tho Missing Let |

ter,” and had he dons so, It s by no
means certaln he wonld have adapted
the methods of the French pollee 1o
metropoliten detective work. Never-
theless, be hud flattered bimsell that
he usually made s pretty thorough
gegreh for anything bhe wunted; but
what he saw through that tiny pin
hole in the leather porilere ghowed
him that he the veriest tyro in
that sort of thing The two visitors
want through the milllonaire’s furnl
ture and sther possessions with a min-
that woull have made a line-
tooth vomb look Hke o garden rake

WAR

Hlenmass

There wonld not have remalned any
thing —any nook or corter, any crack
or creviee, not anvihing larger than
W bauctling which they happensd 160

covel If an urticle no Mgger than a
pinhead had been the object of thelr
hunt, their untiring serutiny  wonld
have brought 1t to light, Yet go deftly
had they searched that, granting them
4 minuta's resplie, they conld have left
tha reom without any traces of thelr
pofivity

Their search seemed fruitlezs until
they arrlved at 4 desk under n haug-
ing incandescent lump, at which Hritz
nssumed Sands In the hablt «of
writing his personal  letters
From one of the pigeon-hnles, one aof
the fotriiders drew  something  that
crackled siiehtly ss the man s0ifTed 1t
into the folds of tunie  From a
nelghiboring conplirtment the desk,
the second siranger drew wnother find,

Wi

Hinre

his

| wearch the home of everyone wi
might be connected In any woy w

the Missiones Jewal rolhbers Tie
gomething stirred uneasily In pHriv: =

whieh he In turn hestiiy hid In the
Eafe Way With lightning ropidity,
they went throngh every purt of the
dnsik. In that samwe Instant Britz feit
rather than heard o foorstep bohind
him, @nd, Jerkinz u glance over hls
ehioulders, saw Samis advaneing upon
him angrlly. With o quick uplift of
hiz hand, the detective stopped the
milliopatre in his trocks, and then |

drew him guietly toward the portiere
and mottoned for him to iook through
the linle in the leather. Sands hent a

Hitle, and then ghnowd wonderingly
Intd the Ledroom e r ed a fnes
of astonlshed inguire to Pritz. e wos

answered b another slieneing ges

ture from the sleuth, He looked once

mores through the tiny hole just In
thne to #eo the Hinddes straighten
thismnselves from their crouching at

titde over the desk and turn toward
lia hand Ittt
pocket into

o!“.

the windaow

ty hls cout
by ipen
wty

Lhrst

he slipped
portleres with &

and, levellng an auros
thiar looked more Hke
ster! than anything elre
'"Hands upt’

I'he tnen did not turn; Instead, they
it id the windew, followsd hy
Firit2 and Sands, Quick ae thier were,
ihey were not qulck enough for the
Ileadquarters man  launching his
wiry form as a tiger springs, Hritz,
pigtol in band, hurled hlmsell betwes
the foremost Indlan and the open win
dow nnd seized bBim 'n SIrOngE
peagp.  Sands, almost ne rapld In his
movements In epite of his Lulk, flunk
n powerful arm ahout throut of
ttie other intruder, and with his other
band closed the window with a crush

Britz and Sands draggvd thelr pris.

e,

niatnl H

he

af

s

the

oners to the other side of the roonm
and forced them down upon a epuch
Then the gleuth, €lipping his pl=tol

back luto his pocket, selzed the Indian
Sands wes holding by the throut, and,
more as an order than a request, ask

ed the milifonalre to sind the cap
tives

“1 think 1 recopniza yon, my dear
voung friends,” he sald “You are

two of the dnrk Jugglers who had fun
with me in Central
slde Drive loet svening. [ think it's
sbhonit thoe for me to rotarn the com

mind as he refiected on the pogsibil)e
that the coming of the Orfentals he'n
a desper significance What It 1he
lind reason to belleve they would sare
Iy find what they sought in that room’
If Sands did not know thers was jis-
tiflcation for the search. why did
Inke it &0 calmly® It dld not peom
natural for & man to keep his tempel

Iy

white apartments had Leen lyvodded
so thoroughly. I the milltonalre b
expressed any indignation he, Brir

would bave felt hetter sathulied (I
sides, wha! was it the Hindoos hed
taken from Sands' desk? Sands hwl
not geen thew take anviliing, aw the

werre ending thelr search when e ol

the Arst gllmopae of  them Brit
watched Sands clogely to ses f the
mitllonalre’'s eves wonld turm  anx!
ously toward that part of his furs

tire, Fie nimost grarred when the tirsr
move Sands made, nfter finlshing his
task of bhinding the priconors,
saunter with a careless alr gornses
room and, i passing, glance
nnd questioningly the
hoies the thieves

stracted the myaterions

wis Ia
e
Wit~
plgesn
hod ob
artivles thet
s metively ongaged Birliz's always ac-
tive ourlosity

mo
whenee

“It's about np to us to do a lHitls
fearching now, dsn't (1?" asked Piritd
"These bLright young men have hu
thelr inoinge, and | bellive 1'% ¢
tarn at eat. What do you i1
Sunds?

Sands sold nothing. e nodded his
head In axsent, however, and Brity be

gnn a search of the Orlenzals fully as
exhanstive ua that they had performed
on the ranm.  Hefore he had gone tar

In hisx guest, Sands volnnrewred s
sistance, and each explored the folds
of the Hindoox' rmaiment with the
clumeiness thut might he expeciod of
| men not accustomed to that sort of
waork

| &

Britz, working more swiftly than the
miHonalre, made Lilz Arst dnd. 1t was
shect of notepaper of ta |4
eive and tint, on which had been wrtt

ten 2 few Hoes in o femidnine  hand
Hiritz had not the slightest comptr

tion of consclonce wbont reading it
I Chivalry was all very well in its way,
but it plaved no part In detecive
work, espoeinlly when the lady most

| dlamond weg dlavovered

Park and River |

piiment with s merry littie jest of oy |

own " Turning his head to the mil
lounire, he zald ugaln "If vou hove
any s!l% handkerchiefs W spare, Mr
Sunds, pleass use them nas deuffa
Thess goatieman ars accustomed 1o
sllk, nod 1 would not ke to wae any
thing cheaper on themrm than they used
o me 1 suppoze If we trussed vhem
up with cotton or hamg, they'd di» of
maoartification

The

detecilys's sarcasm was  lost

on Sands until he thought 1o recount |
in a fow bLrief wordse his abduetion in |

the park and the stregele for e that
had followed it It was evident that,
I gpite of the detectlive's coolnens, he
had scme fesling on the subiject. In
fart, hlg manner toward the ow cow
ering hindoos wis more lods re
vengelnl, Hoods fell In with the hu
mor of the situsation, and In & very
few minutes the FEasternera wern
bound with silk handkerchiefa an moft,
vyt wirong, as any scarf they cou'd
have preduced In the barnars of il
cutta or Cawnpeoraa When the task
wis done, and It was done pretty neat
Iy, Pritz relaxed hlg hold on the bulf-
strupggling men's throats wnd pushed
thew agalnst the back of the solg un
11l they half-gat, hall-lay thers, head
to hend. Then he stepped back, rest
ed his hands on hls hips, and eyed
them mockingly

“You are unot
bt
body of men.

0or

vory clover,” he satd
anyway, you're n finelooking
What do you think of
yourselves, anyhow? Think you'll eut
ot this ‘second story' game? Or
will yeu econtent youraelves with the
enfer accupation of dipr? My private

| was no ane named “Micent

ndvice to you s to try hevcoops for & |

while. Cut out the blg cireult, and go
and get a reputation
How much of his biling
‘nuy, the Orlentals understood they
d nat indleate. They only gased ot
‘r.lm in dumb misery, evidently in ex

Irony, 1If

concerned was not present 1o make a

protost Ho moved to the center of
the room, and in the lIght of a cluster
of Incandescent lamps reand aloug! 1o

Sands the following enigmatlcul mis
#lve:

Curtle Denr: YWhen ares you: I
Ing up to the hotel? I you do not
come or send me u check guickly, |
ghall have to sell some of the jewels

CMUELICENTS

That was nll Whether thal i
wark much or Httle, Britz, ofthind, was
nat prepared to gay. The use ol G0
waold'z given name at the leginning
of the pote apparently tieiant o geond
deal. But who was dMilHcent? In i
eouree of e probing of the Missloter

dinmond mystery, Britz hpd cunvas=sed
the complete vibilug Has of sveryvone
who was In the apera box on the night
when the [aisity of the Maligraneo

He had had

comilet]l & sovia. register of
{
i

ovaryohe

Interceted the case— overvone thut

———

=
ESY

Half-Sat, Half-Lay There.

Mra. Misslioner. Sands, Griswold, Mis
Haloomb, Mias Murch, and the Swanl
kuew, In all that long thor
Nokthet
“alil

roater
for that matter, thers
dred.” ‘There the slguature w
clear to admit of any mlatake
writing was excoellent, and while
not go to tho exireme of the current

WilE H]

i taon

fashion In chirography, 1t was what
Britz czlled In his wvivid vernag p
“plassy."”

“Bver aten that fst hefore? ashed

thie detectlve as he handed the note to
Sands

The wmilllonaire shook hls  head
Whila It was true, Britz refiected, thit
the bLig mun wae known as “Bilent
Sands In Wall Street society, hs was

certainly mern ccenomlcal of ward:
than anvor lad ever kpowp in his
Hte, Aloul, he coentlnued:

“Are you sure you have never zerh
any writigg at all like that before?”

Anether shake of the head was
Gunds’ ouly concession le the d¢
detoctive's right to question blm. e

gnve the naole hack to the Houdguir
tery man, vho retyrned to the celrela
of Hght under the Inceude woent lamp
apd studiod It pgaln Meauwhile,
Biands went! on with hlzs cearch ol the
second Orlcutal

in Bla movements as Britz, acd

Ho was not ns clever |
wlivn

|
pa triea 1o oo slge |

iy Isdled

Tten gomething, he 1 am not going to prasecute them,”
For the detective, though  sald Sands,
his oye mingly were fastened o0 | “Oh, you're not, aren't vaut Well,
e tote pildressed to Grigwold, 8aW | ] think you will,” returned Brite, "Any- |
the willionaire take something cdt oF | way, if yon den’'t feel ke prosecuting
the Ortenisl's tuole and tben s&lip 16| them, I'll do It myself. This case 18
into hia waisteont pocket not in your hands now; It belopgs to |
somerthing eige, eh?” asked B the peopls of the State of New York, |
Sands nodded and {f you don’t choose to appear as
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insufferabile seasan of the sun.
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